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Dear Senator Stevens:

Heference is made to your letter of March 10 in behalf of a constituent
requenting information on the Tejon Indians in Eern County, California.

C s
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR EC Ry

BUREAL OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Sacramento Area Offfce
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, Callfornmia 93823

APR 20 1g77

Honorsble Ted Stevens
Tnited States Senate . v
waahing'bpp, D, ¢, 20810

perag=

In comnection with the inguiry about the El Tejon Ranch the following
is submitteds-

Approximately 880 acree of public domain lands in Kern
County, California were reserved and set aside by Depart-
mental order of November 9, 1916, for the use of the

El Tejon Band of Indians., An investigation disclosed
that these Indians had never made use of the lands and
could not use them because it was not economically
feamible to do so. Accordingly, the Departmental order
of Hovember 9, was revoked In 1962 by Public Land Order
2738, and the lands were regtored to the publio domadn.

There were some Indien families living on the El Tejon
Ranch which was part of an o0ld original Mexican Grant.
These Indian families claimed undisputed title to the i
Mexican Grant. The United States brought auit: in behalf
of these Indisns to have confirmed in them "perpetual
right® to occeupy and use a part of the Mexican Graut.
However, the United States Supreme Court, on June 9, 1924,
held that title to the land occupied by these Indians

wag in the Title Insurance and Trust Company et al.,

and that the Pejon Indians had no legal right or interest
in apd to the portion of the Bl Tejon Ranch on which they
were residing. However, the Tejon Indians were permitted
by the ranch owners to remain on the lands oceupied by
them on a nominal rental basis.
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P . s -

The Tndisna of the Tejon Ranch are considered to be of the Yokut Tribe,
. We have no information in our records on a Mr. Beal or Mr. Bake.
We are sorry that we could not offer more information on thie subject.
Simcerely yours,

(Sgd.) William E. Finaie

Area Director

¢c: Bureau of Indian Affairs
. Office of Controlled Correspondence
BCCO 7054 '

FLHaggerty: brg 4/19/77

cc: Central California Agency
BCCO 7054

\969 - Tejon Ranch
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‘“Unite;:i States Department of the Interier p

G bl . . BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
. . : ) WASHINGT’OT:I, D.C. 20242 .
* TN REPLY AFFIR TO - & .

Lieal Prop. Mgmt. ’
Acq. § Disp.
BCCO 9611

iwon, Ceorpe iiwrphy
United Ltutes Senate
Washington, i. C. 20510

MAY 211969

Dear Senator Hurphy:

o havo boen asked by Secretary liickel to furnish the
information requested in ypur letter of may 7.

Fhe first situation meutioned Ly your constituent rafers
to-a lease of approxinately 7830 acres of tribal lane on
the Californis s?de-of the Colorade Hiver iesesryvation to
the volerado River Company, a Limlted Fartnersidp, whe
is suvdividing and subleasiny lots for residontiel,
recreztional and essociated cownercial purposes. The
lots are being offered wider subleases, and such are
~not to be construed as s sale of Indian trust or ve-

stricted lands. 7The sublessee is acquiring a sublease-

: hwold interest, and the Indlan owner does not stand to
lose title.

Concerning the status of Indisus on the Ll Tejon Ianch,
approximately 886 acros of public donain lands in axern
tounty, walifornia, wore reserved ond sst aside by

Departoental order of Wovember ¥,
the Ll Tejon #and of Indians. An
that these Indians had never aade
could not use thew bLecause it wes

19146, for the uso of
investigstion disclosed
use of the lands and
not cconomically

feasible to do so. Accordim;ly, the Departmentzl order
of noverber Y was revokod in 1962 by rublic Land Grder 2735,
and the lands were restored to the public somain,

There are no Indians living on or directly adjacant to
these lands., uewevar, thrse Indian fawilies cre livin:
on the sl Tojon kawvch which is a part of an ¢ld originat
mexican Graut, ITahese Indien rawilies claiw wndisputec
title to the riexican Grent. The bnited Staztes orovgat
suit in hehald of these Iandiuns to hove confir.ed in taen
o Yperpatesd rizght’ to occupy and use a part or the

e

: g
' | E
[,fr,o Q“ : A mae
" " CJ - e t}‘)‘v,“,} . w"”"'r‘ﬂ e

el

00037414-AS-IA-BATCH005-DOC0047-LET-20240 Page 4 of 5



Lo

o . | T

L4

soxican ‘Graat. tlowever,-the United Ntates Supreame Court,
on June ¢, 1524, held that title to the land occupied by
these Indians was in the Title Insurance and Trust Company,
et al,, and that the lejon Indizns had vo legal ripght or
interest in and to the portien of the El-Tejon Ranch on
which they were residing. (Urited States of Auerica,
Appellant, v, Title Insuyance and frust Company, et al,,
285 U.8, 472,) Jowever, the lejon Indians are permitted

by the raanch owners to vemain on the lands occupied by
tham on & noainal rentul basis.

We eppreciate your interest im this matier,

SingoTely yours,

.
LFT
£

‘?’:;E:i 3

(Sgd) T. W. Tal
.Acéggugumwisgygﬁer

cc! ‘ "
?Area Director, Sacramento (for info)
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